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READ John 4:27-42   
 
 
Q:  v27.  The Disciples turn up and are disturbed about to whom Jesus is talking to.  But their 
opening remarks are about food for him v31.  What is going on here? 

1. Standard religious prejudices means they are dismayed at their rabbi in serious conversation to 
[1] a woman and [2] a Samaritan also. 

2. They were concerned for his welfare (he was weary v6, thirsty v7). 
 
 
 
Q:  v35, Jesus tells the Disciples to lift up their eyes and see.  As in v 27, do our assumptions, 
prejudices, and immediate legitimate concerns prevent us from seeing what is going on with our 
neighbours? 

- About being ready for the unexpected?  The woman was an unlikely entrée into local 
Samaritan society, being a bit of a pariah herself. 

 
Q:  v35 Jesus says “see the fields are white ready for harvest”.  What are we to make of this?  In 
Briton in the last 50 years if has felt no as a harvest but as the locust years. 

- Jesus is thinking eschatologically.  Meaning, the grain is mature and can be harvested now.  
Meaning that Jesus has now come, the revelation has been made and this is the last bit of 
“fertiliser” needed to make the seed come to final growth. 

- From a practical perspective, thousands are converted every yea, even though millions need to 
be.  It is not a trivial harvest even in these indifferent times. 

 
Q:  v37, v38 “one sows / another reaps”, and “some labour / others reap”.  What is this about? 

- In Jesus’ context, he is acknowledging again the work on the Law and prophets (e.g. 4:22) 
- Nowadays, people come to faith in steps,, either in their own life, on by steps taken for them 

(e.g. being baptised as babies and being brought up in Christian homes). 
 
 
 
Q:  What v28 described is odd.  The woman came to get water, but now she leaves this place with no 
water.  She came at noon to avoid people, but now leaves this place to go and meet and gather 
people.  What is going on here? 

- The woman is excited.  She understands that Jesus is the possible messiah.  Personally he is the 
route to her social restoration as well as spiritual restoration.  So she needs to gather her 
critics.  And the water bucket is left behind because [1] she’s in a hurry in case the Jesus team 
moves on and [2] it shows us that she intends to come back. 

 
Q:  To what extent have we known people who have been interested in Christianity because of 
serious personal need.  Loneliness, sense of purposeless, or in the case of this woman, domestic 
upheaval and possible abuse. 

- …. 
 
 



Q:  consider the question “I’d be really living if…”.  There are several persons in this reading who 
could answer this question.  Give example of who they could be and what they could have said. 

- Jesus: “I’d be really living if I am doing the will of him who sent me and accomplished his work” 
v34 

- The Woman: “I’d be really living if I found The Christ who told me all I did” / make me 
understand v29 

- Citizens of Sychar: “We’d be really living this man really is the Saviour of the World” 
 
Q:  v42 The Sychar townsfolk see Jesus as “the saviour of The World” v42.  What is significant in this 
phrase here? 

- They could have hardly said “saviour of all Israel” as Samaritans were repressed by Israel.  
They could have said meaningfully “saviour of all Samaritans” as a people group.  But “saviour 
of the world” makes it global. Which is a bit of a surprise coming from this sect within a local 
religion in a corner of the Roman Empire. 

- Repeating the universalism implicit in Jn 3:16. 
- If is important to us, that even from the gospels, though the action is very local indeed, and 

backgrounds very particular too, the scope is global. Pan cultures. 
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