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Q:  V16, 17, 18 As soon as the woman requested the gift Jesus was offering, he brought up her 
background. Why? Was he trying to embarrass her? 

- Jesus was about to do something magnificent in her life. He had to point out her key issue, so 
that she could understand His forgiveness and receive healing. 

¿ Some commentators refer to “the five” as the alien settlers from five regions of the Assyrian 
Empire (2 Kings 17).  The reference is then about Samaritans religion, not the woman’s marital life. 

 
Q:  v19 tells us that reaction was one of implicit acceptance, not denial.  Do you know what it is for 
Jesus to put his finger on an idol, or an area that needs to change in your life, or the lives of people 
you know well? 

- ……. 
 
Q:  v20 The woman asks a pertinent question, perhaps based on an acknowledgement of her own 
problems, and wanting to know where is proper worship.  What is startling about Jesus’ reply in v21-23?  

- Jesus acknowledges the correctness of the Jewish pattern, over that of the Samaritan one.  But 
he says all these places will become redundant. 

 
Q:  Leaving aside what constitute “worship in spirit and truth” for the moment, what does His 
answer imply for church-in-Lockdown?  And the distress many feel in not being able to go into their 
church, even for prayer? 

- That there are no “sacred spaces”.  Or “thin places”.  That there are religious sites of great 
significance to their societies (e.g. Temple Mount in Jerusalem and Mt Gerizim), but they have 
no significance for salvation as such. 

- We can genuinely worship from a bedroom, or prison cell.  Locked churches are detrimental to 
fellowship, but not material to salvation. 

- The Late Prophets saw each worshipping in his own place (Zep 2:11), “and in every place” (mal 
1:11). 

 
 
Q:  v23, 24 baldly state true worshippers must worship in spirit and truth.  What does John intend us 
to understand? 

- Biblical Truth is essential, but insufficient.  It exists apart from us.  But if we do not let it touch 
us, then we remain as unchanged but with religious points of view. 

- The Baptist tells said Jesus was to baptise with the Spirit (Jn1:33). Jn 3:5 is emphatic that the 
Kingdom of God is open only to those who are born of the Spirit. 

- Not a subjective experience as such, though it might be. 
 
Q:  v23b Jesus even said “the Father is seeking” worshippers who worship Him in spirit and truth. 
What do you think that type of worship looks like? 

- …. 
- Is the phrase ♫“let’s now worship the Lord”♫ misleading? 

 



Note ”I am” is the name of God himself uses (Ex3:14).  The Babylonians are condemned for using it 
for themselves (Is 47:8, 10).  For John’s seven I am statements see 6:35, 8:12, 23, 10:7, 11, 11:35, 
14:6, 15:1, 18:5. 
 
Q:  v26 Jesus seems to get pretty close to claiming “I Am” status for himself, here.  Jesus reveals his 
Messiahship to Peter after Peter’s declaration on the Mount of Transfiguration (Lk 9:28).  Why did 
Jesus make this statement now? 

- V15 She asks Jesus for this “living water”, she wants to engage.  V19, she believes Jesus is a 
prophet.  v20, she is not contentious over the contentious issue of temple sacrifice.  V25 she 
believes in The Messiah’s coming, and his action of telling all things. 

 
Q:  How far does the woman’s example relevant in our experience or our friends’ experience? 

- Maybe not, as this was a brief encounter with a person who may have already known her need 
and wanted something better. 

- But maybe yes.  Where the birth of faith is built on layers of understanding. 
 
Q:  In our own church, we have a ready understanding of Truth (believing the gospel and the 
promises of God).  How are we to worship in Spirit?  

- From the heart, turning from sin to love God. 
- …. 
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