
John 4:1-15  
 
 
READ:  John 4:1-15 
 
Q:   v1, 2 Why did Jesus leave Jerusalem? 

- The implication is clear – he was in danger.  John has already warned us The Baptist would end 
up in prison (Jn 3:24.  The Jesus movement was now bigger than the Baptist’s.  Now Jesus was 
keen to get to safety of Galilee (a different jurisdiction) asap.  Even if it meant the physically 
risky direct route through Samaria. 

 
Q:  v3 What does John telling us by writing “and he had to pass through Samaria?” 

- By Jesus’ day the middle part of Israel, known as Samaria, was comprised of a distinct strand 
of Judaism that revered the Pentateuch only and looked to sacrifices at a temple on Mount 
Gerizim, not Jerusalem.  Because of their persecution under the rule of the Maccabees there 
was substantial antagonism between orthodox Jewry and the Samaritans. 

- More orthodox Jews did not pass through Samaria when going north, but bypassed it by going 
east over the Jordan. 

 
Note! John takes care to add to the scene we know from geography: 

[1] The old Jacob’s well (v6) was just short of the town of Sychar, on the road north. 
[2] There is also a well in town used by the people. 
[3] It was midday (v6). 
[4] The disciples had gone on to buy food (v8). 
[5] Jesus was sitting, weary and alone (v6). 
[6] The Well is {100’} deep and Jesus has no bucket (v12). 

   
Q:  Why did this woman came when no-one else was around, v7? 

- Everything points to social ostracism.  Avoidance of people making her willing to carry a heavy 
bucket in the noonday sun. 

 
Q:  Why was this woman surprised by Jesus' question? 

- Jesus deliberately bypassed at least three cultural barriers: 
 It wasn’t acceptable for Jewish men to talk casually to women in public (v9) 
 Rabbi’s and religious leaders did not associate with immoral people (v18) 
 No Jew had any dealings with Samaritans (v9) 

- In other words, she was an outcast of from the unclean from within a heretical sect.  An 
outcast of outcasts. 

- Would Jesus “share” #Samaritan_Lives_Matter! #Women_Hold_Up_Half_the_Sky”! 
 
 
Q:  Do you think the world sees church as a club? Or for one type of person? 

- …. 
 
Q:  How easy is it to talk to people about faith (or anything) to people who are v different from us? 
But does a minority within The Minority offer an opportunity? 

- For those v different to us, there will be less common interest or conversational material.  But 
faith issues are fundamental, and are common in many settings. 

- In Christian mission, there’s a long history of revival breaking out in sub communities 
- In our own personal experience … … … 

 



Q:   How did Jesus turn the tables on the woman in verse 10? What is he offering her? 
- There is a pun on the well water.  Well water was not in Jewish terms “Living water” as it was 

a deep well with water seeping in and collecting at the bottom.  In contrast “Living Water” was 
like spring water. It was clear running water, as opposed to stagnant sitting water. 

- Jesus was offering something that is better, never runs dry (v13), always fresh unlike the still, 
un-fresh seepings of the old order. 

- Back to abundance (v14) and an allusion to the overflowing of wine at the Cana wedding 
 
Q:  Did the woman understand what Jesus was offering her? 

- The conversation follows a similar pattern to the one Jesus had with Nicodemus 
- Firstly deliberate obtuseness (banter?) v11, 15 
- Recognition that this Galilean wanderer was making a claim to be greater than the father of 

the Samaritans (what cheek!) v12. 
- Yes. She does understand some things (v20, 25), and she asks for this “living water” twice – 

v11 & v15.   
 
Q:  Does the idea of never being thirsty again (v14), never running on empty, seem part of our 
regular experience?  Or do we often wonder if our tank is running on low? 

- … … … 
 
Q:  v14 Have we been drawing from our own wells? What have we been trying to ‘drink from’ that 
isn’t Jesus this week (cf 3:30)? 

- …… 
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