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READ John 2:13-25 
 
Q:  This event in The temple is recorded by all four Gospels (Mtt 21:12,13; Mk 11:15-17; Lk 19:45,46; 
Jn 2:13-25).  Three near the end, but John puts it near the start.  Why does John do this?  What are 
we to understand? 

- John’s gospel is not a narrative or chronological biography, but a thematic one.  John 1:1-2:12 
present Jesus firstly as launching the new beginning.  Here, Jesus is heralding the new end.  
End of temple, and the arrival of the new ruler, Messiah.  And hinting of the end-sign, 
resurrection.  John wants to do this early on, so we understand what happens next. 

 
Q:  v15 Why was what was going on in The Temple wrong?  Doesn’t a sacrificial system need 
sacrifices? 

1. Temple authorities required the animals to be sacrificed to be unblemished.  There arose a 
system where unblemished animals could be bought at the Temple – but at inflated prices. 

2. If you brought your own animal, priests often deemed it blemished and so the beast had to be 
talked home again. 

3. To buy a sacrifice, you could not use the Greek, Roman or Phoenician currencies in common 
circulation, as they were deemed unclean.  So you had to exchange unclean coinage with 
Temple coinage.  And the money changers had a high mark-up on the exchange rate. 

4. To do all this commerce, The Temple authorities allocated the Court of the Gentiles.  This was 
at the expense of “all nations” (see Mk11:17).  Gentiles were physically squeezed out, and 
subliminally associated with the unclean. 

5. Jesus differed with many in the Pharisaic school.  But in this instance, he was at odds with the 
whole sacrificial system and the priests. 

 
Q:  What do modern day churches do that unwittingly make it difficult for modern day “gentiles” to 
come in and take part? 

- In high churches: the symbols and ceremony can seem a barrier, or present a false image. 
- In low churches:  obscure words, seemingly obtuse issues, seem irrelevant, 
- In all churches: the sense that people are unblemished, perfect, got it all together.  Whereas 

the visitor probably wandered in because they do not feel unblemished, perfect.  
 
 
 
Q:  v18 We are back to “signs” again.  What is the meaning behind the “sign” Jesus offers? 

- That the temple will be destroyed and be replaced by one final sacrifice – himself. 
- And that the sacrificial system will end. 

 
Q:  The temple was started by Herod The Great in 20/19 BC and was not finished till AD 63.  Then 
destroyed in AD70.  By ~AD30, construction had been going on 46 years (v20).  Wasn’t Jesus being 
wilfully obscure in his actions (14-16), and his answer (v20, 21)? 

- Yes, he was obscure in v19, But Jesus was often oblique in his answers, as he sought fans to go 
past the headlines and become followers. 

- But, We get only summaries on the Gospels of probably lengthy debates.  John gives us a clue 
of what Jesus communicated to the crowds when he referred to “my Father’s house” v16. 

- Also some among the temple crowds will have known Ps 69:9, 31 too.  And the claims of 
Malachi 3:1-6.  And Zech 14:21.  These were febrile times, and even if this Galilean was not the 
messiah, they will have understood the allusions to that he was claiming for himself. 



 
Q:  In what ways did the disciples model a good response. 

- V17 “his disciples remembered”, and again v22.  They looked back at past events and saw 
them in the light of Scripture. 
 V17 they remembered Ps69:9 and possibly v31 also. 
 V22 they looked back through the eyes of the whole Scripture. 

 
Q:  To what extent is it only possible to see God’s purposes backwards?  After the event? 

- …. 
 
 
Q:  In Jn 1:35-2:12, we see disciples believing and believing again.  Again in v23-24, we have more 
believers.  But Jesus is sceptical here.  What do we learn from this for us? 

- Belief comes in stages and is often built up slowly like coral. 
- It may have been that Zealot minded temple goers were attracted to the social equality aspect 

of Jesus teaching, which was just a modest component of his whole message.  And modern folk 
too are attracted to just bits of Jesus (e.g. The Beatitudes, but not the rest). 

 
Q:  Temple worship was brutally ended in AD70.  Covid-19 lockdown ended church worship in 2020.  
How is your faith managing during this time?  

- ….. 
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