
John 2:1-12  
 
 
 
Note! Cana and Nazareth are close together.  The guys had spent at two days travelling back from 
Bethany-By-Jordan, to this wedding in Cana.  <See map> 
 
 
READ John 2:1-5 
 
Q:  Considering the chronology already started in John ch1, what is point he is making in 2:1 “on the 
Third Day”? 

- This was at the end of the 7th day.  Adam is given Eve after the 7 days of creation.  John is 
telling us a new creator is here. 

 
 
Note! There is an ancient account that says this was John the Apostle’s wedding.  This is when he 
first saw Jesus and believed, even though he was “called” a few days later (Mk1:19).  Mary clearly 
had a big role in running the wedding.  
Q:  v2 When Mary asked Jesus to help, what do you think she was expecting him to do? 

- Do something!  She was not specific.  But her expectation from being his mother and observing 
him closely for 30 years was that he would do something very significant indeed. 

- V 5 showed Mary expected the servants to obey her son’s direction Jesus 
 
Q:  v4 Was Jesus being rude by calling his mother, "Woman"? Why do you think he addressed her 
that way?  And Jesus will do it again in Jn 19:26. 

- It does not translate at all well.  “Woman” as a generic phrase becomes honorific here.  Homer 
has Odysseus address his beloved wife Penelope this way.  As did Emperor Augustus so address 
Cleopatra when they met. 

 
Q:  v4 What did Jesus mean by "My hour has not yet come"? 

- His “Hour” was at the Passion.  The biggest of “The Signs”.  He says “my hour” also in Jn 7:30; 
8:20, 12:23-24. 

 
 
 
READ:  John 2:6-12 
 
Q:  v6 What were the water jars normally used for? 

- They were used for purification.  Of the general sort, foot washing as guests arrive.  But more 
specifically-ritually, for washing of hands down to the elbow between courses. 

 
Q:  v11 John says this event was the first of his signs.  What are “signs”?  And what signs in John can 
we recall? 

- Carson: ‘signs [are] significant displays of power that point beyond themselves to the deeper 
realities that could be perceived with the eyes of faith’. They are never ‘simply naked displays 
of power, still less neat conjuring tricks to impress the masses’. 

- John gives us Seven Signs: Turning water into wine (Jn 2), Healing an official's son (Jn 4), 
Healing a lame man (Jn 5), Feeding 5000 people (Jn 6), Walking on water (Jn 6), Healing a blind 
man (Jn 9), Raising Lazarus (Jn 11). Plus the Resurrection (Jn 21) 

 



Q:  v11 John described this as "the first of Jesus' signs." What was it a sign of? 
- As John has been laying out, Jesus is the Creator. 
- V11b “manifesting His glory”. 

 
Q:  v11 tells us that because of this “sign”, they believed in him.  Didn’t Andrew already believe Jn 
1:41?  Didn’t Phillip already believe 1:45?  Didn’t Nathaniel already believe 1:49? 

- Yes, but perhaps not all of them, the fellow travellers. 
- Perhaps we need to see again and again., to re-believe. 

 
Q:  Do we need to re-believe?  Perhaps more at the earlier stages of our discipleship? Examples? 

- Yes…..   … 
 
Q:  Why a sign with wine at a wedding?  Surely this is inconsequential, compared to say feeding the 
5000, or the raising of Lazarus! 

- Inconsequential. To a degree it was inconsequential.  Matthew, Mark and Luke make no 
mention of this miracle in their gospels.  But it was not inconsequential to John, and he saw 
meaning that should be recorded and shared to all. 

- Abundance. The context is a wedding, and Jesus sudden arrival with a group of so-called 
disciples, but others from Spring-Harvest-at Bethany-by-Jordan, may well have ruined the wine 
supply fine calculations   Jesus turns six tall jars water into equivalent of 800<1200 bottles of 
wine.  With say the whole village present, 300 persons spread over two days of celebrations, 
that is 2 bottles a head, plus 2 to take home, on top of what was in the normal supply.  This is 
extravagance.   

- Messiahship. Is 25:6-9, points to the messianic banquet. 
- The Old Law. What with there being six stone jars, implying deficiency of the old Law, and 

super-sufficiency of the new. 
- Greek wine stories. Remember, John was writing into the Greek cultural world.  The Greeks had 

divine wine stories.  In a temple of Dionysus, three empty kettles were filled overnight with 
wine.   John is saying Jesus did this on a much grander scale, and publically also. 

 
Q:  v9, 10 The master of the feast was utterly clueless at first. Has God been at work in your life 
"behind the scenes?" Name some ways that God has surprised you. 

- Some people have defined Christian maturity as "conscious awareness of God's presence 
everywhere and all the time." 

- …. 
 
Q:  The groom in this story had a "near miss.". Has God ever showed up for you Just-In-Time? 

- ….. 
 
Q:  Weddings and wine, a funny place to start, but all the gospels have Jesus comfortable in 
banquets and parties.  Even with quislings and sex workers.  What message does that send, and how 
far down that road can we go? 

- Keep the puritan gospel, but ditch “puritanism as a social construct. 
- Go to the party/gig/etc, but give your apols when temptation threatens to overcome 

resistance? 
 
 
 
Material from:   CruComm, Bill Lovett 


