
John 1:19-34  
 
 

Recap 
-  

 
READ John 1:19-28 
 
Q:  The Priests and Levites sent an Enquiry Team, to Bethany-by-Jordan.  In the Kingdom of Herod 
Antipas (who later killed the Baptist).  Why did they want to check out The Baptist? 

- In unstable times, there was a lot of dangerous talk.  They wanted to check if this revivalist 
preacher was seeking a return to piety, or making political claims instead. 

 
Q:    Was the answer the Baptist gave surprising? 

- Yes.  He avoids talking about himself.  He was not the Christ (Messiah).  He was not the 
messianic forerunner – Elijah.  He was not one of the great prophets returned (The Prophet), as 
predicted by the inter-testamental writings (1 Maccabees and 4 Ezra).  

 
Q:    Who does he say he was, then?  What is the point of the quote in v23? 

- He said he is there to make straight the way of the Lord.  He is pointing to the one who follows. 
- The quote is from Isaiah 40.  It is not politically messianic.  It stresses God’s coming rule over 

not just Israel but over all the “gods”.  It is global in reach. 
 
Q:  Isaiah 40 makes universalist claims.  But as believers do we sometime slip into thinking of our 
faith is actually mainly for “us”.  I.E. not for non-Western cultures?  Do our work colleagues think 
that too? 

- …. 
 
 
Q:  Matt 17 12 & Mk 9:12 record Jesus saying Elijah-As-Forerunner came and was not recognised.  
And Lk 7:18-35 + Matt 11:2-14 both have Jesus say the Baptist was The Forerunner. 

Yes, v21, the Jerusalem Enquiry Team ask John if he is the returned Elijah, Messianic 
forerunner.  The Baptist clearly answers no.  Why? 

- As in v27, this is an exercise in humility.  He was not going to trumpet himself. 
- And like Jesus, he was seeking people to recognise him for what he was, to see for themselves 

and understand. 
 
 
READ John 1:29-34 
 
Q:  John expands his comments.  Saying that someone is looking on at that very moment (v26b) who 
is going to do two stupendous things. No, not be a yet another “messiah”.  But do two things. 
☼ [1] “The Lamb of God” v29.    
☼ [2] Baptise with the Holy Spirit v33. 
Firstly - “The Lamb of God” is rich with meaning in OT.  Like what? 

- The Passover Lamb.  Ex12.  Does not take away sin, but saves the firstborn of the household 
- The Servant Lamb. Is53.  The God who suffers.  But also takes our iniquities. 
- Scapegoat.  Takes the sins of the people and is driven into the wilderness to die.  Lev 16:21ff 
- The daily sacrifice in The Temple. 
- ►This is about the sins of the people and a new way to deliver the people. 
- ► The Baptist wants everyone to know this, right from the beginning. 



 
Q:  Secondly- The Baptist baptised.  Baptism was not new at this time.  But was used as an act of 
personal penitence or self-purification.  Not used by a teacher to baptise others into discipleship as 
John did.  What are we to make of John The Baptist’s assertion that “the one who comes after me” 
will baptise with the Holy Spirit? 

- This could relate to a second experience called by Pentecostals “The Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit”, but the NT evidence is not strong 

- More likely to be a statement of Jesus’ Divine credentials.  John is making another reference to 
Genesis, with the Spirit hovering over the waters Gen 1:2.  The Spirit then comes from God.  
Now the Spirit will hover over the nation, from that fellow standing over there! 

- It is worth noting that John also recreates the 7 days of creation: 
 Day 1 Jn 1:19-28 
 Day 2 1:29-34 
 Day 3 1:35-39 
 Day 4 1:40-42 
 Day 5 1:43-51; Day 6 (blank) 
  Day 7 2:1-11 

- Seemingly contrived, but John is making a point that a New Creation is about to start. 
 
 
Q:  The Gospel writer records The Baptist saying “I saw”, “behold”, “this is he”.  The Baptist is 
pointing, not telling?  Why not just spell things out with a “Lego Bricks video” so all can 
understand?? 

- As in v21, he wants people to work it out for themselves and understand.  Make it their own. 
- Words like “Messiah” get easily misunderstood, or used for purposes not as intended. 

 
Q:  To what extent to we have to just spell things out so all can understand, or tell the stories and 
what they mean to us, and let people work it out for themselves?  

- …. 
 
Q:    In one way we too are forerunners to Jesus, for our friends, family, work associated.  To what 
extent are we like john The Baptist?  And not like John The Baptist? 

-  
 
 
Material from:   Bill Lovett 
 


