
John 1:1-14  
 
 

Intro to the Gospel of John 
See other notes 
 
 
READ:  John 1:1-13 
 
Thought: This Gospel opens in a very different way from the other three.   
Q:  What does it not have that the others have?  And what does it have that the others also have? 

- A.1  Mtt & Lk have genealogies and birth stories, but John does not. 
- A.1 Mtt, Mk,&  Lk ,have the Temptations Dialogues, but John does not. 
- A2. All four Gospels describe John The Baptist as a forerunner, and acknowledger of Jesus.  The 

Baptists’ influence had spread across the eastern Mediterranean 
 
Q:  What big idea does this opening have that the other gospels do not explicitly have? 

- The Word (logos).  Very big idea in the Greek cultural world.  “The Expression”, the idea behind 
everything.  Comes from the god(s).  It pervades everything.  A human is different from a beast 
because they have logos dwelling within them.  Like reason 

- The Jewish philosopher Philo in Alexandria (20BC~50AD) connected Logos with the Hebrew 
Word of the Lord. 

- The Apostle John took it further still.  
 The Beginning. V1, 2. He evokes the Creation, places Logos to the very start of all things, 

as would any thinking Greek.  Reaffirms that oneness of Logos with God. 
 The Creator. V3, 10. Reaffirms that Logos was the channel of God’s creativity.  Creator 

of the bread on our place.  And the plate itself! 
 The Light. V4, 5, 7-9. Without Logos, there was nothing.  Void.  Darkness. John also 

combines both [1] scientific vacuum (pure void), with [2] absence of Goodness v10.  
Likewise he combines [1] the created order, with [2] fallen society, v10, 11.  The World. 

 
 
Thought: By the end of the first century, John understood that concepts of The Mosaic Law and the 
sacrificial system, being The Son of David, etc, made no connections with the rest of the eastern 
Mediterranean.  John recasts the same gospel story in a new way to meet the needs of the new 
audience. 
Q:  “Logos” or The Word has no significance in a post-modern world.  In explaining the Gospel to 
non-believers who have no Christian or other religious vocabulary, what do you find a useful starting 
point?  Not looking for a slogan, but an rephrasing of fundamental Christian truth.   

- “Love is love”, Prince Harry’s LGBT slogan).  Leading onto what is enduring love.  Sacrificial 
Love, and who does the sacrificing. 

- “Born Again”.  Comes with a lot of unhelpful stigmatisation.  But suggests the offer of a 
“reboot” of one’s life, an operating system download that is free, and will facilitate on-going 
operation when the old hardware finally expires.  Repentance 

- Justice and Judgement.  Tapping into the widespread perception that things are unfair and 
there’s nothing we can do about it.  Leading onto Judgement, and who does the judging. 

- Significance.  In the vastness of Universe, and its mindboggling complexity, does the person 
have no significance?  No one is watching out for me, and that caring for others is a Darwinian 
response to struggle of the fittest simply by force of numbers. 

- Etc…. 
 



READ: John 1:14-18 
Q:  v9, 10, and 14 make statements that are readily accepted by us here.  But they would have been 
a startling leap for the Greek world.  What was the shock? 

- That “Logos” is not just an idea or a cosmic principle, but the equivalent of a cosmic principle 
turning up say in Barnsley or Huddersfield.  I.E. actually appears as a person. 

 
Q:  Which of the following does John want us to understand, and why is it odd? 

1. Jesus is 50% God and 50% human =100%. 
2. Jesus is 100% God and 100% human = 200%? 
3. Jesus is sometimes fully God and sometimes fully human = 100%. 

- Option 2 though 200%?? Another step towards The Trinity.  Options 1 & 3 were early heresies.  
 
Q:  Do we find it hard to imagine Logos as fully human?  Perhaps: at 5’5”, 11 stone, an introvert not 
extrovert, prefers grapes to oranges, reluctant team player but like to “shoot-the-breeze”, 
sometimes very sweaty, ticklish?  Or do we see him always shimmering in a holy glow? 

- ….. 
 
 
Thought: 14, 16, 17 talk about “grace and truth”. Grace, Gk charis – to rejoice, be glad, greeting, be 
well, hail!.  Matt, Mk, Lk never use the word and John only uses it here, though Paul uses it x82.  
Truth, Gk alethia.  Paul uses this word x36.  Matt, Mk, Lk use it once each, but John uses it x23. 
Q:  What does John want us to understand here? 

- V17 the reference to “the law given though Moses” is key here.  John wants us to understand 
this is not The Jewish Law all over again. 

- But also the Greek understanding of Truth is not absolute, alone.  Truth is interlaced with 
delight, merciful kindness, bounty, loveliness. 

 
Q:  What does [A] Truth with no Grace look like?  And [B] Grace with no Truth look like? 

- [A] legalism. [B] license. 
 
Q:  Do you have a personal bias or tilt to one [A], or the other [B]? 

- …… 
 
 
Material from:   CruComm, Bill Lovett 
 
PRAY IN THE PASSAGE:  
 
 


