
1 Cor 5 
 
 
READ:  1 Cor 5:1-5 
Q:  v1 & 2. What is the problem here? 

- Sexual immorality of an individual in this church (or group of churches).  Specifically, sexual 
relations between a man and his step-mother. 

- 1b, Pagans were shocked.  Christians claimed the higher standard, and here they failing that. 
- V2 & 6a. The Corinthian Church seemed to have allowed this, as an expression of Christian 

liberty.  Paul denounces them for their arrogance (v6a- boasting) for taking this position. 
 
Note: 

 Early OT had a number of irregular marital relations (Gen 20:12, 29:21-30, 35:22).  But the 
later OT was hostile.  E.G. Lev 18:6-8, Dt 27:20.  NT strict as well.  E.G. john the Baptist on 
Herod, Mk 6:17-18. 

 Ancient Greek culture recognised incest as an issue.  E.G. Oedipus.  Philo commented that 
Jewish laws were strict compared to Greek, Lycian and Egyptian standards.   

 
Q:  v3-5 has a number of assertions that are strange to our ears.  

Firstly v3, 4. Paul suggests some sort of disembodied presence in Corinth when he was many 
miles away.  What does he really mean? 

- Metaphor rather than metaphysics.  Paul’s spirit is present – through his letters.  And though 
the presence of Timothy, 4:17. 

 
Q:  Secondly v5.  Paul suggests a process that sounds bizarre to us nowadays.  How can we fairly re-
present the ideas in modern words? 

- We could use the “Excommunicate”.  But that is a word also tainted by mediaeval history (IJB). 
- The NT viewed the secular world as the domain of Satan (Jn 12:13, 16:11. Ac 26:18. Col 1:13), 

just as the Church was seen as being in the domain of Christ, or Kingdom of God. 
- The aim was to provoke serious repentance.  For v5 “the destruction of the flesh” or sinful 

tastes to be removed.  “So that his spirit can be saved” – in the day of Judgement. 
 
Q:  v2b, 5a, 7a, 13b, removal of the person is referred to.  So the intent is the punishment of the 
sinner? 

- Certainly not, but to welcome back that person once he/she has broken with that behaviour? 
 
Q:  v4 talks of “the power of the Lord Jesus”.  Paul talks of “Power” also in 1 Cor 2:4,5; 4:20,21.  As a 
warning.  What are we to make of this? 

- Not clear.  But it is something to take heed of.  Either a special manifestation of the Holy Spirit 
(as discussed in general in 1 Cor 12).  Or a massive conviction of the Holy Spirit. 

- Something we do not expect these days…? 
 
Q:  How would you see the case Paul describes being handled in a modern church, in the way the 
Bible would require? 

- Group leader to accurate identification of the issues.  Things may not be what they seem. 
- Refer to Vicar or Pastoral Leader. 
- Conversations begin.  A sign of the problem will be where there is no admission of guilt. 
- Consider Pauline action as a last resort 
- Usually these cases resolve themselves either be [1] repentance and change in behaviour, or 

[2] by the parties leaving the church. 
 



Q:  In the light of what we have read so far, what are the implications in these cases below: 
 
SITUATION A 
Mia has two young children with Axel.   They have been together for 6 years now.  Mia has been 
drawn to church through the mother & toddlers group and after an Alpha has been regularly 
attending church now for 3 years, both Sundays and the young parents group.  Axel is comfortable 
with this as he sees it makes Mia less lonely, but comes only for church events.  Mia recognises that 
just “living together” is neither Biblical, nor advantageous to a woman with dependants, but Axel is 
anxious having come from a family scarred by hostile divorce. 
 
SITUATION B 
Tony married and had two children, Finn and Layla.  The kids attended church.  Years later Tony got 
divorced and married Sheila, a considerably younger woman.  Sheila also attended the church, 
initially to get to know her step-children better, but then for herself.  Tony was fundamentally weak 
with alcohol and money, and after a lot of distress Sheila divorced Tony.  Finn was now an adult, 
earning well.  He really moved by Sheila’s distress.  The age difference between them was small and 
they have moved in together.  They plan to marry and sister Layla says “well….. this is modern life 
now”.  
 

- Situation A. Mia and Alex’s situation is common in churches these days. Mia is a Christian, but 
living with an unbeliever.  Mia recognises the situation is undesirable.  But is it unchangeable?  
Paul’s other strictures over consciously marrying an unbeliever may need to be regarded.   
 

- Situation B. Finn and Sheila’s situation is not unusual in these days of reconstituted families. 
Both are Christians.  Finn and Sheila see nothing but kindness and love in the face of Tony’s 
behaviour.  The couple are outraged at being “singled out” by the Pastoral Team.  Because 
there is a history of crises over the years (esp with Tony), the Church may not be privy to the 
whole story.  And there is Layla to look out for too.  However, Paul’s stricture seems to apply 
here.   

 

 

READ:  1 Cor 5:6-13 
Q:  v6-8. “Why cause pastoral hurt? Why not let this couple sort themselves out?  Let them be, they 
are not bothering us?” How does the reference to The Passover address this? 

- Direct allusion the unleavened bread of The Passover.  Of the urgency of the issues.  That 
unleavened bread cooks quickly, to go in an emergency, like during The Passover.  But it goes 
beyond this here.  It is about “the leaven”, tiny amounts of yeast that “pollutes” the whole. 

- This allusion which little sense to modern ears, really says cutting slack for one, will lead to 
others asking for it.  Leading to a general erosion of faithful standards. 

 
Q:  Is this a case of “Oh goodness! The world is facing: [1] climate crisis, [2] loss of social cohesion, 
[3] decay of trust and truth.  But the Church is obsessed with sex”? 

- No, it is the western world that is obsessed with sex and has sexualised all relationships, to the 
detriment of emotional and mental health of both adults and children. 

- No. Paul is addressing a particular pastoral issue here.  But in v 10 & 11 widens the issues in 
passing “greedy” (consumerism & eco-destruction), “swindlers” (commercial practice), 
idolaters (celebrity culture), “drunkard” (substance abuse), “reviler” (fake news, erosion of 
trust). 

 
 



Q:  There was an earlier letter of Paul which the Corinthian church seemed to misunderstand.  In v9, 
10, Paul explains further.  How is this explanation useful to us? 

- The attempt to separate from “the World” is impossible.  Though post reformation 
communities have tried, e.g. Amish, Hutterites. 

- The Cosmos is in two 
 The Church.v12, it is here that the church must judge, care, steer. 
 V13 The Outside, the World.  It is here that god will judge. 

- “The World must be removed from the Church, but the church must not be removed from The 
World”. 

 
 
 
Material from:  Bill Lovett, Charles H Talbert, Ian Broomfield, & William Barclay. 


