
Proverbs 1  
 
 
 
Q:  What do we know of The Book of Proverbs in general? 

- Written by King Solomon, King Hezekiah, others.  Compiled as we have it, later. Possibly after 
the return from The Exile (539BC). 

- The focus is not on traditional Jewish religious observance or heritage.  But on the Lord and 
Wisdom.  References: 

 Adam, Passover, Jerusalem, Moses, Temple all 0. Covenant 1, Decree 2, Sacrifice 
3. 

 The Lord 87, Wisdom 54, Wise 67, Fool 78. The Heart 94, Wicked 95. 
 
 
 

READ:  Prov 1:1-9 
 
Q:  How can we nurture v7 “the fear of the Lord”? 

- V3 be ready to receive. V7 to fear the Lord in the first place. V8 listening to parents. V33 
listening to The Lord, v5 hearing 

 
Q:  v8, 9, What are the consequences of not listening to the wisdom of your parents, says Proverbs? 

- V10-19 A life of violence and an early death. 
 
Q:  A number of us have had parents who have been against the Christian life.  In these cases why 
taking some heed of their advice was still worth doing? 

- They knew us better than we knew ourselves sometimes. 
- Nuggets of self-knowledge worth having. 

 
READ:  Prov 1:10-21 
 
Q:  v10-19 When people reject The Lord’s Wisdom, is violence the obvious alternative? 

- In those days, yes.  Outside the social controls of village and family life, violence and highway 
robbery were an obvious route to quick wealth. 

- Levels of socially sanctioned violence were higher under The Roman Empire.  In Christian 
medieval England, murder rates were x10 today as a minimum, and x100 in the run-up to The 
Black Death (1348). 

- Only since industrialisation have there been ready alternatives for getting riches and wealth. 
 
Q:  v20, 21 Where should wisdom get an airing? 

- V20, the streets and markets – in business and commerce 
- V21 at the city gates – in government, courts and civic administration. 

 
Q:  How do we give it that airing? 

- …….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

READ:  Prov 1:21-33 
 
Q:  1 Cor is not sympathetic to “the wise” and is mildly sympathetic to “the foolish (1 Cor 27).  
Proverbs seems to reverse this.  “The simple” are addressed x14 in Proverbs. E.g. v4, 22, 32.  How do 
we reconcile the two and what are we to learn? 

- Hebr “peth-ee” can mean foolish, gullible , open to influence.  The Wise for Paul are the know-
alls, impervious to God’s influence. 

- Unlike “kindness”, or “patience”, being “simple” is no inherent virtue. 
- V22 warns against both the naive and so called sophisticates. 
- If we can, we too must “think”, but ensure “the fear of The Lord” v7 is the beginning of such a 

process. 
 
Q:  v26-32 suggests people face a point of point-of-no-return.  Does The Lord’s mercy just run out? 

- No it does not.  But some people lead a life where a turn around becomes most unlikely. 
 
Q:  Is wisdom a “person”? 

- Sometimes yes. Wisdom is personified, and as a “she”.  1:20 she cries in the streets v20-33 she 
is identified with the God who first warns, then judges. 

- Also 7:1 “you are my sister”; 8:1 she has a voice; 8:12 “I Wisdom….”; 9:1 Wisdom built a house. 
 
 
Q:  We are told wisdom comes from “the fear of the Lord” v7.  v3 says if contains righteousness, 
justice and equity.  But we are not told much of what is in this “wisdom” – why? 

- But we are told it is a lot about “instruction” v2, 3, 7, 8.  And “knowledge” v4, 7, 22, 29. 
- Is this about a life willing to listen, willing to learn?  A willing walk with The Lord? 

 
Q:  And does this fade with age? (Getting set in our ways?) 

- Perhaps…... 
 
Q:  v23 what is offered and what does it foresee? 

- An abundance of knowledge 
- The spirit being upon me suggests a prophetic future.   
- An anticipation of Pentecost. 
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