
1 Cor 3:1-23 
 
RECAP I Cor 1:18-2:5 
- Wisdom of the World vs Wisdom of God. 
- The Cross provokes negative reaction.  It demands a different way of seeing (not Will. Not heart.  

But Will).  A way of seeing that transcends class, culture, education, personality type. 
- Paul’s “fear and trembling” - to communicate the message, not the medium (him). 
- There was verification by signs of power. 
 
CONSIDER: Who is a spiritual person? 
 
READ 1 Cor 3:1-10 
 
Q. v4-10. This is the second time we get criticism of church division about Paul, Cephas, Apollos 
(after 1 Cor 1:11-16, & 3:22).  Again these persons are not criticised.  How does Paul show different 
teachers need not be a problem? 

- Apollos, Cephas, Paul – are all like franchisers working under the divine franchisee.  Each teacher 
claims no ownership, but playing s bit part in a greater drama. 

 
Q. v1-3 What is this “milk”? What is the “solid food”? How come Paul still had to give them milk to 
drink? 

- Paul does not define either milk nor solid food here.  But says v2b the “jealousy and strife among 
you” is preventing spiritual depth.  Factionalism prevents their spiritual maturity. 

- This is a problem that Paul refers to elsewhere: 

 1 Cor 14:20 – Stop thinking like children. They should only be infants in their knowledge of 
evil, not in their knowledge of good. 

 Eph 4:13-15 – Don’t be infants, but be mature. 

 Heb 5:12-14 – Another group should have been teachers, but was still taking milk. Solid 
food is for the mature. 

 Heb 6:1-2 -Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, 
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith towards God, 
v2 and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, 
and eternal judgement 

Note: Greek thinking expected philosophers to teach at two levels: elementary and esoteric. Paul 
makes reference to this in 1 Cor 2:6-7. 

 
Q. How far are we on “the spiritual milk”, or on the “solid food”? 

- ….. 
 
Q. What is the relationship between spiritual maturity and unity of the Body? If we are spiritually 
mature, are we eager for unity of the Body in Bromley? 

- ……………… 
 
 
READ 1 Cor 3:10-17 
 
v10-15 talks of one level of final judgement.  Then v16-17 about another level of judgement.   
 
Q. In v10-15.  What is the metaphor?  What is destroyed?  What is not destroyed? 

- Not burned: gold, silver, precious stones. Burned: wood, hay, straw 
- Works will be tested by fire, and some will be destroyed.  But “he himself will be saved” 



Note: Gospels talk about the reward in heaven will be great. Lk 6:23,35, Matt 5:12. Even 1 Cor 
3:8b “will receive wages according to his labour”. 

 
Q. What does this mean for us?  What of our works will be consumed in judgement?   

- …….. 
 
Q. Have you ever made a decision in the past, and then asking yourself, “What will be the outcome 
when I am judged by Jesus in the next life?”  Is it even useful to ask? 

- …….. 
 
 
Note: v16,17 Paul uses not the Greek word “heiron” for Temple, but “naos”, or supremely holy 
places Greek temples were meant to have . 
Q. Considering what Paul is saying, what is so incongruous about these particular verses? 

- That this squabbling bunch of nobodies are God’s most sacred spot! 
Paul takes “church” very seriously indeed.  A “high view” of church (not a congregational view). 

 
Q. But v16-17 talks of another level of judgement.  Which is? 

- Judgement, not of works per se, but of the person themselves. 
 
 
READ 1 Cor 3:18-23 
 
Q.  We are back to the question of what is wisdom and what is folly.  Paul is not advocating 
foolishness.  So why is “wisdom” seen here are “foolishness? 

- v19. If all that wisdom amounts to is “craftiness”?  Then it is pedantics, rhetorical tricks, vacuous 
late night show chatter. 

- v20b.  If wisdom is considered “futile”?  Because the most important things in life cannot be 
accessible to only the intellectual, or to the literati.   

- The wisdom of God is not an intellectual affair - (of the mind) 
- The wisdom of God is not an emotional affair - (of the heart or subconscious) 
- The wisdom of God is an affair of the will - 1 Cor 2:6-13, it has to be revealed. 
 

Q.  How hard is it to explain this to our friends. 
> The intellectual, reading Dawkins? 
> The literary minded, reading “The Handmaidens Tale” and thinking of CCB? 
> The street wise, knowing what’s going on “out there”?  
> The business wise - would be Dysons & Sugars? 

- …… 
 
Q.  What is the good news of v21 to the Corinthians and to us? 

- Whoever our teacher of faith, what we have received is not on loan.  It really belongs to us.  And 
we in turn belong to God.   

- It is a double assurance. 
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