
1 Cor 1:18- 2:5 - OUTLINE 
 
Q. What does Paul’s lengthy comparison of human wisdom and God’s gospel tell us about the 
state of the Corinthian church in these first 2 chapters? 
- The winds of intellectualism were blowing hard from Athens. 
- And Jewish background believers were looking for signs.   
- Paul was having to deal with the deep influence of both. 1:22. 
- Perhaps more so intellectualism, s in 26-31 he tackles intellectual snobbery.  And what constitutes a 
“simple message” 2:1-5. 
 
Q. How does the “wisdom of God” differ from the “wisdom of the world”? 
- Though Faith brings with it an outlook on life, even a philosophy of life, it is not a set of ideas or 
propositions.  Not an intellectual exercise. 
 
Q.  Does God expect us to be unwordly wise, so naïve, even ignorant of things around us. 
- There are some things we should not know too much about (e.g. Isis killing videos, Tinder/Grindr), 
unless we are in a crime agency. 
- But Jesus calls us to be cunning as serpents … while remaining innocent as doves.  
 
Q. According to 1:18-31, how does the “word of the cross” uniquely demonstrate the power of 
God (see also Romans 1:16-17)? 
- It provokes a reaction from Greek and Jew alike, regardless of education and background and 
culture. 
 
Q. Apart from the “wisdom of God” delivered to us in the Bible and without the Scriptures, what 
could we know of God (see also Psalms 19:1-2; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Romans 1:18-23, 28)? 
- The natural order of the created order, from individual DNA to the galaxies, suggests a deliberately 
created order, a design.  Hence a creator, a designer. 
 
Q. According to 1:18-2:16, what are the steps required for a person to understand the wisdom of 
God? 
- It is a new way of seeing.  Neither intellectual (Greek “Wisdom”), nor quasi magical (Jews and 
“signs”), but an exercise of The Will of an individual, into which the Holy Spirit reveals the meaning of 
everything. 
 
Q. According to the following passages, what can prevent a believer from understanding the 
wisdom of God revealed in His Word: 1 Corinthians 2:14-15; John 14:21, 2 Timothy 2:14, James 1:5-8 
- Those that do not love God, those who simply deny Jesus’ existence, someone who simply is not 
“spiritual”. 
 
Q. Paul says he came with fear and trembling v3. Why, and what is he telling us? 
- Perhaps after his visit to Athens (Acts 17:15-34) he recognised that there are real limits on how far 
he could reach the intellectuals on their ground. 
- He was keen to ensure that the Corinthians got the message, not the messenger.  In social media 
nowadays, the message is often about the importance of the messenger rather than the importance 
of the message. 
 
Q. Paul says there were clear signs of power 2:4b. Signs of the Holy Spirit.  What are we to make of 
this? 
- Considering Paul writes much about the joys and problems of the infilling of the Holy Spirit in 
chapters 12 to 14, it is fair to understand there were major signs of the Holy Spirit. 



 
Q. What kinds of “signs” should we expect today. 
- we are not normally in pioneer mission situations, so miraculous signs are not the norm.  But lives 
changed is a sign we must expect.  And in more unusual situations, less usual signs of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Q. Is Paul’s on Christ and him crucified (2:2, 1:23) too narrow? 
- In essence if it a one off intervention in human history,  A singular event.  There is much else to say 
about faith, but it all starts here.  Noting is the same afterwards. 
-  it reveals the power and wisdom of God removing any proud pretension on the part of a Bible Study 
leader or preacher to true spiritual wisdom and power. So we cannot boast before God. 
- it brings the weak and low and despised in the world into right relationship with God (see 1:8 - 
guiltless), set apart to belong to God (see1:2), and set free from the power of sin (see 6:11; 19- 20) 
and death (see 15:54 - 57). it is all of God we cannot boast in ourselves. 
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