
Luke 9:10-17 
 
 
READ: Luke 9:10-17 
 
Q. It has been said by liberal theologians that this miracle was a case where Jesus shared, and so 

everyone else brought out their food and shared.  So: no miracle.  How do we know this was not 
the case? 
- Because of the large quantities of left overs.  People would have brought just enough into 

that wilderness 
- This miracle is quotes in all four Gospels.  There is no case of it being disputed by 

contemporary, even his fiercest critics. 
 
Q. What does this miracle teach us about Jesus? (esp his power and his kindness) 
- This is about kindness, and is one of a long sequence in Luke of healings and teaching about 

love and judging others Lk 6) 
- But it is much more about a demonstration of sovereign power, of Messiahship (but of a 

different sort).  
 
Q. What’s the link between this story and the Israelites being fed Manna in the wilderness?  See Ex 

16, and Ex 18:21. 
 
- 5000 men?  And in groups of 50?  Clear hint of Ex 18, getting an organisational structure for 

the new Kingdom.  Remember, he’s already just sent out his 12 deputies in Lk 9:1-6.  And 
Herod is not misguided to be anxious for his own little kingdom (Lk 9:7-9). 

- It is significant that Jesus chooses miraculously to feed 5000 men in this place. God had done 
this for Israel in the wilderness as he provided quails and manna for them (Exodus 16). It is 
also significant that in Exodus 16 it is the manna/bread which is to be kept as a testimony to 
God’s provision and deliverance (Exodus 16:31-36). It is designed to teach that God has 
finally come to rescue his people. As Jesus feeds his people in the desert, they should 
understand that the final exodus has begun with his arrival. 

 
Q. How does this passage help us see Jesus as saviour? 
- The modern secularist may see Jesus as a “good man”, as would Greek intellectuals of 

Corinth.  Nice.  But he certainly does not act that way.  He is v clearly described as a miracle 
worker, as would Jews of Corinth, who would be scandalised by him being crucified.    

 
Q. In what ways are the crowd a good picture of what it is to be a Christian? 
- They have no way to feed themselves. They come to Jesus and receive. 
- They sit in 50’s, ready for the new order, the coming Kingdom. 

 
Q. Read Luke 9:1-2 – How does Jesus choose to use his disciples? Why? 
- He is delegating his authority. Over demons. Over sickness. To proclaim the Kingdom 
- Why?  Because the current position of Jesus as single teacher with a flock of believers will 

come to an end soon.  And a new order, The Kingdom, will have to take its place. 
 
Q. Look again at 9:14-17 – who feeds the crowd? Did Jesus need to use the disciples? Why does he? 
 
- This miracle is not just a picture of salvation, it’s also a picture of Jesus choosing to work 

through his disciples. Luke 9:1-6 is the first time Jesus starts to use the disciples rather than 
work directly, so Luke 9 opens up Luke’s school of discipleship (E.g. 9:23-27). It’s deliberate 



editorial work from Luke to show how Jesus chooses to work through the disciples.  (compare 
John 6:11 where it doesn’t mention the disciples’ waiter role). 

 
Q. How do you think God wants to use us to get salvation food to others?  
- To the people around us.  To the people that are sitting and listening.  

 
Q. What does that look like i) individually ii) corporately?  
-  

 
Q. Why does Jesus challenge the disciples to give the people something to eat? What does he want 

them to understand? 
- That they can’t help others without him. 
- To expect the unexpected  

 
Q. In what ways do we need Jesus to bring salvation to others? 
- He is The Big Story.  The prime example of what being like God looks like. People have to hear 

us, but see though us to this Big Story (scandal to the Jews, folly to the Greeks). 
 

Q. What practical steps can we take to improve our prayer lives for unbelievers? 
-  

 
(p) Study notes from Matt Dew-Jones follow from the sermon on Sunday 22nd September 2019 at 
CCB, with additional from Bill Lovett. 


