
1st CORINTHIANS – WHO, WHEN, to WHOM, WHY & WHAT 
 
 
 

Who? 
Paul is acknowledged as the author both by the letter itself (1:1-2; 16:21) and by the early church 
fathers.  
 

When? 
The letter was written AD55 toward the close of Paul's 3 year stay in Ephesus (see 16:5-9; Ac 20:31). It 
is clear from his reference to staying at Ephesus until Pentecost (16:8) that he intended to remain 
there somewhat less than a year when he wrote 1 Corinthians.  Life is relatively calm in Judea, though 
Nero is Emperor. 

Also in this period, the Romans had gained control of England up to York, but not Wales.  
 

to Whom? 
Like most other letters of Paul, this is addressed to churches in a city, Corinth.  This was less a city of 
militarism (Sparta), intellect (Athens) or former glories (Phillipi of Alexander The Great).  But it was a 
major port and trading route.  Think Glasgow rather than Edinburgh; Rotterdam than Amsterdam. 

Like all post cities, it had peoples from all over the known world: as well as Greeks, Romans, 
Jews, Egyptians, Syrians, north Africans, folk from the Black Sea.  Corinth had at least 12 temples. One 
of the most infamous was the temple dedicated to Aphrodite, the goddess of love, whose worshipers 
practiced religious prostitution.  In addition, the Jews had established a synagogue; the inscribed lintel 
of it has been found and placed in the city museum.   The worship of Aphrodite fostered prostitution 
in the name of religion. At one time 1,000 sacred (priestess) prostitutes served her temple. So widely 
known did the immorality of Corinth become that the Greek verb "to Corinthianize" came to mean "to 
practice sexual immorality." 
 

Why? 
Paul had heard concerns about the church at Corinth. Some of the household of Chloe had informed 
him of the factions that had developed in the church (1:11).  The letter revolves around the theme of 
problems in Christian conduct in the church. It thus has to do with progressive sanctification, the 
continuing development of a holy character. 
 

What? 
It is clear that, although the church was gifted (see 1:4-7), it was immature and unspiritual (3:1-4). 
Paul's purposes for writing were: (1) to instruct and restore the church in its areas of weakness, 
correcting erroneous practices such as divisions (1:10 -- 4:21), immorality (ch. 5; 6:12-20), litigation in 
pagan courts (6:1-8) and abuse of the Lord's Supper (11:17-34); (2) to correct false teaching 
concerning the resurrection (ch. 15); and (3) to answer questions addressed to Paul in the letter that 
had been brought to him (see previous paragraph). 
 
Paul was told disturbing information concerning moral irregularities in the church (chs. 5-6). 
Immorality had plagued the Corinthian assembly almost from the beginning. Possibly because of an 
influx of converts from the Temple of Aphrodite.  From 5:9-10 it is apparent that Paul had written in an 
earlier letter about moral laxness, which we either do not have, or was incorporated into part of 1 
Corinthians. 
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