
1 Cor 1:10 - 17  
 
 
READ:  1 Cor 1:10-17 
Q:  The church in Corinth was much blessed, but much afflicted by problems.   The first problem 
identified by Paul is that of division.  What was causing these divisions?  

- Strong identification with Christian leaders. V12 
- This identification was leading to more than different opinions, but: to divisions v10 and 

quarrels v11. 
 
Q:  Why were people divided by these kind of things? 

- We do not know the reasons.  There were clearly 3 parties and considering the cultural flux of 
Corinth we can speculate: 

• The party for “Paul”. Believers who were Greek or similar urban workers 

• The party for “Cephas”. Jewish background believers 

• The party for “Apollos”. Greek/Egyptian background believers (Acts 18:24-28 – Apollos) 

•  And The party of “Christ”, which may be believers sticking to basic message. 
 
Q:  Why is Paul glad that he had not baptised many of the Corinthian believers? 

- V13-17 talks a lot about baptism. There may well have been an immature and premature 
attachment to the party of the minister who actually did their baptism. 

 
Q:  What was God’s will for them? 

- Paul is most disparaging. V13 He states all believers are united under the Messiah. 
- And Paul is quick to repudiate his “party” v13b: neither crucified for them, nor baptised them 

(apart from a few v16). 
 
Note: Paul said a lot on divisions and unity: 
1 Corinthians 11:18 – He heard there were divisions among them. 
1 Corinthians 12, esp 12:25, 12:12-13 – The chapter is on being unified and working together. 
Philippians 2:2 – Make my joy complete by being of one mind and spirit and love. 
Ephesians 4:13 – There is a connection between maturity and unity. 
Ephesians 4:2-5 – Make every effort to be unified. One Lord and one baptism. Humility, patience, 
and tolerance are required. 
Colossians 3:12-14 – Be patient and gentle and especially be loving and this will bring unity. 
Romans 15:5-6 – Unity is so that we can glorify God with one mind and with one spirit. 
 
 
Q:  Why are there so many divisions in the churches these days also? 

- Like in Corinth: cultural?  Pentecostal churches have a stronger base with white working class 
and those of African origins.  Anglican more middle class.  RCs used to be peoples of Irish, 
Polish and Mediterranean origins. 

- Historic: RCV, Anglican, Baptist, URCs, etc. 
- Like in Corinth: unintended consequences of celebrity preachers 
- Yes: good vs bad teaching has an impact, but is not the sole source of division.  Note in this 

passage, Paul does not denounce Cephas nor Apollos. 
 
Q:  How can we limit divisions and attain unity in the churches? 

- Focus on the essentials.  In the passage Paul refers to a Messiah that should not be divided 
v13a, and The Cross of Christ v17a. And v2 & 3: points to all the saints who call on the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 



- Be more tolerant of the cultural influences on church life.  Chanting the Psalms or repetitive 
worship songs?  40 min expository preaching or times of testimony?  Café church or reverent 
solemnity? 

 
 
Q:  How do we deal with church differences have become serious?  Does v10 Paul’s urging the 
brothers help us?  

- Gk “Adelphoi” includes brothers and sisters.  Paul launches his criticism with an appeal to unity 
in brother/sisterhood. V10 & v11. 

- Urge/Beseech (10):  1 Cor 4:16, 2 Cor 5:20, 2 Cor 6:1, 2 Cor 10:1 – Other times Paul urged or 
pleaded with the Corinthians. 

- Paul starts with the assumption of brotherhood even when there is division (until the appeal 
fails).  We too must likewise start with an assumption of fraternity? 
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