
Mark 10:32- 52 
 
 
READ:  Mark 10:32-34 
 
Context: This is the third time that Jesus tells the Disciples what is going to happen when they finally 
arrive in Jerusalem. 

1. Mark 8:31.  Death and resurrection after 3 days. 
2. Mark 9:31.  The above plus hint of betrayal  
3. Mark 10:32-34.  The above plus 

Q:  What is new in the third telling? 
- That the Chief priests and Scribes will definitively reject him, and the roman Authorities will 

execute him 
- I.E. all those in authority will be against him.  But he will still rise on the third day. 

 
Q:  In this thrice telling, what lesson is there for us? 
- Somethings are just hard to understand when we resist them.  Even when they come directly 

from Jesus. 
- You can be a keen believer and still get things very wrong, because of hidden bling spots, held 

onto misconceptions, etc. 
 

 
READ:  Mark 10:35-40 
 
Q:  v35-37.  Should this be a surprise that Jesus gets this request? 
- Yes indeed.  There is nothing in the warning of the last passage to warrant this request.  It is 

quite out of step 
- Both this request and the Third Warning of Jesus arise from a common root – the approach to 

Final Showdown. 
 
Q:  What does learn about James and John, positive as well as negative? 
- They failed to understand the new messiahship offered by this Nazarene 
- They were ambitious 
- But they had immense faith in Jesus.  This northern preacher was about to succeed in his clash 

with the authorities. 
 
Q:  For us: is it better to be theologically correct and complacent?  Or misunderstand and be 
completely committed? 
- Depends.  Jihadis believe, are committed, and kill for a failed cause. 
- But to be “theologically correct” and complacent, is mental/intellectual “works”, and it won’t 

save us.  Iain has challenges us on this in the past. 
 
Context: 

 “The Cup” – it was the custom at a royal banquet for the king to hand the cup to his guests.  “My 
cup runneth over” Ps 23:5; Ps 75:8.becomes the cup of God’s fury Is 51:17; Jer 25:15-29. 

 “Baptism” (to dip) – past participle here (bebaptismenos) means submerged.  Regularly used for 
ships sunk under the waves, and also to be submerged in an experience (e.g. debt, suffering, 
etc).  Not about liturgical baptism. 
 

Q:  What is Jesus telling these cheeky chappies? 
- You will be granted the cup from the king.  And be submerged in it all. 
- Without the Cross – there is no Crown. 



READ:  Mark 10:41-45 
 

Q:  The disciples are right to be angry?  But can we assume they are right for the “right” 
reasons? 
- They may be livid at James and John for their selfish elitist way of doing things. 
- Or be jealous that James and john got in with their bid – before they did! 

 
Q:  As a model of leadership, how relevant is this today in Church and outside of it? 
- Very relevant indeed, even in contemporary HR thinking. 
- Having a vision for the organisation, clear targets.  But also being person centrered and 

enabling.  And not aggressive and bullying. 
 
Q:  Where do you want “glory” or “recognition” as a Christian? 
- … 

 
Q:  Where are you, specifically, being called to be a servant? 
- ….. 

 
 
 
READ:  Mark 10:46-52 
 
Q:  The streets are thronging with pilgrims, and waved on by well wishers.  With the famous radical 
preacher passing though, it is unreasonable for (v48) many to rebuke Bartimaeus for his shouting? 
- Not at all.  But he persisted. 

 
Q:  48-52.  What does St mark want us to notice about Bartimaeus, big and small things? 
- v47 He knew something important about Jesus.  It was incomplete.it was similar in expectation 

as James and John!.  But fervently held onto 
- V48 he was persistent 
- v50 his immediate response to Jesus. 
- He throws off his cloak, possibly the only thing he owns of any value. 
- He knew precisely what he wanted, Faith. 
- V52.  Gratitude.  Jesus told him to “go”.  But instead, Bartimaeus followed. 
 

Q:  Jesus asks the (rare) question “what do you want me to do? In v36 and v51.  What do you think 
of the quality of the answers? 
- Both were self interested. 
- Both were based on limited understanding of jesus 
- But both were based on a tank full of faith. 

 
Q:  And should our own partial understanding of Jesus prevent us from asking him for things?  And 
what kind of answer can we expect? 
- A partial understanding of Jesus should not prevent powerful prayer 
- The outcomes depend on faith and congruence with Kingdom values (the street miracle), even if 

matching with self interest (regaining sight). 
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