
Mark 10:1- 12 
 
 
CONTEXT:  Ch 11 has the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem.   Ch10 has Jesus tell people that the new 
citizens of the new Jerusalem will be living to higher standards. 
 
 
READ:  Mark 10:1-12, Deut 24:1-4 
 
Q:  v1, 2. Why was Jesus being tested, across the Jordan?  
- They were back in the territory of King Herod Antipas.  The Pharisees  were trying to get Jesus to 

criticise the marriage of Antipas, and get him arrested and locked up, as happened to John the 
Baptist.  Antipas was a divorcé, and Herodias, his wife, had left her husband for him, probably 
under Roman laws.v12b for her? 

 
Q:  v4. Deuteronomy allowed divorce.  What was allowed? 
- Rough.  Men divorced women, but not vice-versa. 
- It did offer protection to the woman by allowing her to be recognised as divorced, so permitting 

her to be remarried. 
- Key idea: constraining a man’s offence against….. the other man.  Adultery prohibited, 

fornication not addressed. 
Note: in Graeco-Roman world, divorce was common. Often unilateral.  By NT era, scandal free.  
Women could divorce men too. 

 
Q:  And Jesus respected Deuteronomy? 
- In general yes – he quoted Deut more than any other Pentateuch book.  But here… he overrode 

it with Genesis. 
 
Q:  v3 Why did Jesus ask the question? 
- To see which of the two schools of Rabbinic thought the questioners agreed with.  And was 

disappointed. 
 Hillel held a permissive reading of  Dt 24:1-4.  No reason needed for divorce to be allowed. 
 Shammai looked back to Gen, and said divorce was only permitted for adultery.  Matt 5:32, 

19:9.  
 
Q:  What does Jesus say? 
- He appeals to a basic principle in Gen 2:24.  The idea of one-flesh Gen 2:23,24. 

 
Q:  What do we understand by one-flesh? 
- Not “man (the individual) is the measure of all things”.  But relationship is key to being human. 
- Woman not divorcing man as well as man not divorcing woman. 

 
Note: When it was written, Gen 2:24 polygamy rather than divorce was the big issue.  But both have 
the same 1-to-1 commitment. 
 
Q:  Considering the contest St Mark gives us, between The Mount of Transfiguration and the final 
entry to Jerusalem, how are we to understand St Marks’ teaching basic purpose? 
- In the Kingdom of God, a new heart (v5) will be the norm for the new believer.  Real 

commitment to Jesus means also real commitment to one’s spouse. 
- Also: heart attitude of the children v13-15. 

 



Q: What does the rest of the NT say about marriage and divorce? 
- The Kingdom goal for marriage is life-long union between a man and a woman. 
- Matt 5:32 & 19:9. Jesus sides with School of Shammai.  Adultery as a measure for profound 

breakdown.  Not for the minor issues of life. 
- The lustful eye as defacto adultery Matt 5:27, 28 
- But Jesus explicitly widens it to include women as claimants. 
- Paul: 1 Cor 7:2-5. Conjugal rights go both ways, for women as well as men. 

 
- Paul: 1 Cor 7:10-16: Allowing divorce & separation, and in cases of unbelieving spouses, who is 

hostile after conversion. 
- Marriage not for everyone.  3 types of Eunuch Matt 19:10-12 (genetic- from birth; by men – 

occupation or mutilation; by choice +1 Cor 7:8).  It is also a positive comment on non-binary 
sexuality (raises also the error of making “exceptions” the “rule”). 

 
Q:  How are we to approach divorce and care for the number of church members who are divorced, 
separated, or split? 
- Danger of making single verses the “rule” 
- Remarriage an issue for debate amongst Christians. 
- Whatever past mistakes, there is scope for forgiveness and return to God, always this side of 

death.  Jn 4: the woman at the well. 
 
- Don’t forget the obvious – marriage is the recognition before society (and before God) of the 

coming together of a man and a woman. 
 Not a 12 month contract with a phone supplier. 
 Not an understanding of a friend-with-benefits.  “Free love” is not free. 

 
 
Q:  Is it all about, and only about, adultery?  What about physical, mental or financial abuse? 
- Adultery was a simple benchmark for catastrophic breakdown then.  And would have had wider  

repercussions in a village society in those days 
- The key test is profound breakdown of relationship.  In contrast to modern disposable, or 

transitory / temporary understanding of sex and  living together.  For “Catastrophe” – perhaps 
yes.  For “It’s complicated” – no its not. 

 
 
Q:  How can we strengthen Christian marriages in a culture where 42% of UK marriages end in 
divorce? 
- …………. 

 
Q:  How can we support separated and divorced brethren? 
- …………. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY IN THE PASSAGE:  
 
 
CAKE/ MISSION/ COFFEES: 


