
Jonah 4  
 
 
 
READ:  Jonah 4 
Q:  v1.  So Johan was very cross?  Was there more to Jonah’s view of what God had just done (3:16)? 

- Jonah thought The Lord had done “gaw-dolé” (intense / large) “rah” (evil, bad, injury). 
 
Q:  Why was Jonah so apoplectic? 

- The Assyrian Empire was unrelentingly and consistently aggressive and cruel.  Where is the 
Justice in showing them mercy.  God is not being Just in letting these horrors off. 

- When Albert Speer, Nazi Armaments Minister was not hung after the Nuremberg Trials, there 
were protests. This was on a similar scale but involving a whole regime, not just one man. 

- V2a, my country “adamaw”, homeland.  Jonah is thinking back to a nationalist agenda 
 
Q:  To what extent do we disguise our anger as “righteous indignation”, or out impatience as “zeal 
for the truth”? 

- ….. 
 
Q:  We say “I would never have that attitude of Jonah’s to Nineveh’s repentance”.  But how many of 
us have been jealous of the blessings, talents, close friends, happy families of others? 

- ……. 
 
 
 
NB: Jonah is a depressed religious extremist.  He wishes to see judgement and death on his religious 
enemies, and he is willing to die to ensure it happens.  OR.  Or he is suffering from life threatening 
depression that the God he has faithfully followed all is life, is not actually like what he thought God 
was like! 
 
Q:  We have seen Jonah as careless with his own life before, seeking the lowest part of a boat about 
to sink 1:5.  Then offering himself up to be downed (1:12).  In this chapter, where do we see this 
again? 

- V3 “take my life from me”v8 “better for me to die than live”, v9 “angry enough to die” 
 
Q:  Even if we have not felt a death with, or fallen into such a depression, have we felt let down by 
God and angry? 

- Hopes for service and significance not met? 
- … 

 
Q:  What in the Book of Jonah, in its 4 chapters could have given him a road to recovery.?  And also 
be useful to us? 

- He is already a man of faith.  God speaks to him.   
- He knows how to praych2. 
- He understands and loves the normal practices of faith 2:4, 7  The Temple,  
- That the storm, the big fish that catches him and drops him off , castor oil plant, the fierce sun 

and the worm, are all nudges that The Lord has not left him. 
- He should recognise that God’s Grace works in sometimes strange ways, e.g. the religious 

sailors  
- He has evidence that he has underestimated The Lord: God’s moving of nature , that God’s 

words can move thousands (the conversion of Nineveh). 



 
Q:  The castor oil plant as a parable to Jonah.  To what extent has this happened to us too? Stange 
events that nudge us in a particular direction? 

- ……. 
 

Q:  Or: minor hardships as God’s discipling tool on us. 
- ……. 

 
Q:  The Book ends with a question that is not answered.  Why? 

- In the coolness of our comfortable setting, the answer is clear.  But in the stress of the 
situation, heat of the moment, Jonah bring himself to utter the obvious answer 
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