
Jonah 3  
 
 
 
READ:  Jonah 3:1-5 
 
Q:  v3a, what was the prerequisite for something big to happen in Nineveh? 

- Before Nineveh could repent, the messenger had to repent first. 
- We get no sense of God commenting on Jonah’s earlier folly.  If God holds no grudges, should 

we? 
 
Note: So Jonah gets a second chance, but the message seems exactly the same.  We don’t know 
what Jonah said, but following Jonah 1:2b +3:4b, it might have been along the lines of Nahum’s 
denunciation 100+ years later. 
 
READ: Nahum 3:1-7 
Q:  What is surprising about this message? 

- It’s unrelenting negativity.  Un-attractive. 
 
Q:  If a message like this was given today, would it simply appal?  Turn off people?  What happened 
to the story of the love 

- Yes it would, but not everybody.  Unlike the 1950’s/60’s, there is a great deal of cultural 
anxiety and uncertainty about.  And for some, a relevant judgement (not Nahum verbatim) 
could shock into a response. 

 
Q:  Is the Book of Jonah, a book essentially about Judgement? What happened to the story of the 
Love of God? 

- Quite the reverse.  God is looking to forgive.  Jonah more than once and Nineveh also. 
- Love and Judgement go together. 

 
Q:  What was the response?  Banning or gagging orders, political assassination? 

- Not at all.  V5 “the people believed in God (Elohim)” 
- Across society v5 “from the greatest to the least of them”v6 even the King + his Government. 
- Note: the people believed God, not Jonah. 
- Like the Nazi regime at the end, it new it did wicked things (8b).  But Nineveh grabbed Jonah’s 

message as a way out.  Many Nazi’s chose suicide instead. 
 
 
READ:  Jonah 3:6-10 
 
Q:  v9 Tells us that the King thought the situation was not hopeless.  That God might forgive.  Jonah’s 
message does not suggest this.  Where might the King get this notion? 

- Either his ambassadors briefed the King on the religion of Israel and learned it from here. 
- Of he learned it from what he heard about Jonah’s story (in Jonah chs 1 & 2 

 
Q:  What might our family and work colleagues learn from us about Christian faith indirectly? 

- By observing us.  TV, social media. Shakespeare, Dickens, etc. 
 
 
Q:  What other cases of mass conversions do we get in the Bible? 

- Acts 2:41, “ added to their number that day were about 3000” 



- But it is not the norm.  The norm is small numbers, local communities (hence all these letters 
from Paul), slow steady growth 

 
Q:  What mass conversions can we recall from recent history? 

- Welsh revival 1904-5, Melanesia 1977. The Great East African Revival 1920s-40s. 
- Conversion of southern Africa, and multiple conversions in China are revivals. 

 
Q:  Can we envisage such a thing happening in Bromley today? 

- …. 
 
READ: Matt 12:38-41 
Q:  To what extent does Matt 12:38-41 apply today 

- No.  as Jesus is not amongst us, face to face.  Yes, partially, as his Word has been made known 
in UK in the recent past. 
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