
Jonah 1:17-2:10  
 
 
RECAP  

-  
 
Note: Big Fish stories.  The Hebrew for great fish is … just that.  No “whale” is specified, and the 
ancient Hebrews wouldn’t have distinguished one if it were.  Archaeological discoveries have shown 
that while there are no whales in the Mediterranean Sea now, there were in Roman times.  It is also 
important to note that while the big fish has a role in the drama, it can become a big red herring. 
 
READ:  Jonah 1:17-2:10 
 
Q:  In Jo 1:6, there is no evidence that Jonah cried out to The Lord at the behest of the Captain.  Even 
though he was in mortal peril.  In ch2, he clearly does still being in mortal peril.  Why the change? 

- His wilfulness is broken.  The very sequence of events demonstrates to Jonah that The Lord’s 
hand is clearly fingering him.  And he acquiesces to his fate. 

 
Q:  Can we recall situations similar to this?  When we have resisted God’s nudge and prayer is still.  
Then after a crisis or turning point, prayer comes alive again? 

- ……. 
 
Q:  v2, 3, 4. What is Jonah’s attitude to this disastrous situation? 

- He acknowledges this is the consequence of his actions.  It is not 
  [1] Consequences of The Fall, Generic Suffering (the staving refugee, the loyal wife being 

treated badly by cruel husband, the man with throat  cancer).  Not 
 [2] Discipling of Hardship(the weariness of the new parent, the anxiety before a job 

interview, the stress of simply managing life). But 
 [3] Consequences of Sin. 

- But oddly, he is confident that he will live.  And his focus of religious re-acceptance will be The 
temple v4b & 7b, and the sacrificial system v9. 

- Note:  though this is traditional religion, he is looking to Jerusalem, not Samaria. 
 
Q:  v2 talks of Sheol, or the underworld.  While not as graphic as NT’s Gehenna (Hell), it is still a place 
without The Lord.  By v9, he is talking of Salvation (yeshu’ah).  How far are we able to be angry with 
God, and to a degree still resistant.  And yet, still be confident that salvation comes from The Lord? 

- Is our struggle with god a matter of visceral anger, or confusion at his actions toward us.  Or a 
disbelief in God himself  

 
Q:  v10.  The fish that is the instrument of torture, becomes the Jonah’s free transport to the beach.  
Recall when some circumstance, person or event that was unpleasant to you, later became a means 
of blessing or joy, or help. 

- …. 
 
 
Q:  Compare what Jonah says with what he does in these ch 1 & 2: in what ways is he religious? 

- Deeply.  And willing to be active.  But wilful, inflexible.  He recognises the voice of God and is 
willing to defy it! Yet he sees the hand of God at work within the desperate condition he is in, 
in the big fish. 

 
Q:  Based on Jonah’s prayer in Chapter 2 how might you expect the story to continue? 



- He obeys. And is delighted that others listen to the Word of The Lord too.  Perhaps even smug 
that the loathsome Assyrians are humbling themselves before The Lord of Israel (c.f. Indian 
delight that The Beatles and other super stars came to India for “Enlightenment” in 1960s). 
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