
Jonah 1:1-16  
 
 
 
READ:  Jonah 1:1-16 
Q:  What do God’s initial call and Jonah’s response tell us about Jonah, and how do they shape the 
rest of the story? 

- He’s a religious man (God talks to him). 
- He’s willing to resist what he thinks is wrong.  He distrusts God’s direct call over his religious 

understanding. 
 
READ: 2 Kings 14:23-27 
Q:  In the light of Jonah’s ministry in 2 Kings 14:23-27 what kind of prophet do you think Jonah was? 

- Willing to take risks (Being a prophet of The Lord in the face of a wicked king). 
- But a nationalist (he saw The Lord prosper the Northern Kingdom and so preserve Israel v26, 

27). 
- The Kingdom prospers, not due to repentance, but due to God’s concern for their longer term 

wellbeing. 
 
Q:  v3. Jonah flees God’s voice.  He seeks to go as far as is humanly possible – the very edge of the 
world (Tarshish, modern day Spain).  Why was he so distressed?  And why does Easyjet to Marbella 
offer a solution? 

- Jonah had already preached in Israel and they had not repented.  He objected that Nineveh 
might repent and that the Assyrians might become God’s Chosen People.  Or that simply his 
fear of the Assyrians was such (modern: Poles fear of the Russians, English disdain for the 
French, Pakistani fear of India, etc) that Jonah sought to avoid being a channel of grace to 
them. 

- By going to the edge of the World, Jonah thought he’d be beyond God’s reach.  I.E. he was 
thinking still that The Lord was a nation specific divinity, first amongst others.  Not a sole 
creator divinity. 

 
Q:  To what extent do those we know think of the Christian faith as being specific to certain cultures 
(e.g. talk of “our Christian heritage”)? 

- … 
 
Q:  More generally, How many times in your life have you gone against God’s guidance because you 
had a very determined view of theology, and ended up seeing only what you wanted? 

- ….. 
 
Q:  v5.  Jonah was asleep.  Indeed, we hear from Christians “I have made a decision on X and Y and I 
feel real peace about it”.   When is this useful?  And what does v5 say about this indicator’s 
reliability. 

- Yes useful.  Inner turmoil can be released once a decision has been taken and you see the 
thinking in a new light 

- BUT: the relief can be just psychological, arising from release of inner tension.  We need to 
double check with the facts, as best as we can see them. 

 
 
Q:  Were the sailors believers? Note their actions (v 5, 13, 16), their questions (v8-10), and their 
prayer (v14).  Note: v14b the sailors cry to Jehovah, whereas the Captain v6 refers to god (Elohim) 

- Believers in The Lord, not to start with.  But seriously religious. 



- Then come to  recognise that The Lord seems to exist and must be prayed to, urgently. 
 
Q:  Who are ‘the sailors’ in our context? Are our neighbours/work colleagues religious too? 

- Society has secularised.  Most in UK have no religious antennae.  Many are resistant even 
nowadays.  

- But we need to be sensitive to those who still are sensitive to things religious and the call of 
God seeking them. 

- Note: the God shaped gap in all of us.  The “Common Grace” in all humans. 
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